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During these years he saw as much of the Natives as his
preoccupation with state affairs would allow, being ever desirous
to refresh his knowledge by conversing with them. He was
the only Governor-General permanently appointed since the
beginning of the century who could speak with the Natives in
the Hindustani and Persian languages. His ceremonial recep-
tions and levies (durbars) had for the Natives a peculiar signifi-
cance because the Governor-General's address was delivered,
not as usual in English, with a translation by the Foreign
Secretary, but in the vernacular.

In his relations with the Natives and indeed with all classes
of the community, European and other, he received judicious
aid from his able and popular Private Secretary, Mr. (now Sir
James) Gordon, who became afterwards Chief Commissioner
of Mysore.

He greatly encouraged Mr. (now Sir Charles) Aitchison in
the compilation of that extensive work which comprises all
treaties between the British Government and the Native States,
together with an historical resume for each state.

Throughout his incumbency the foreign affairs of India in-
volved much diplomatic correspondence without requiring any
decisive action except in the rupture with Bhotan.

The affairs of the Persian Gulf were in those days very ably
managed by the Government of Bombay, of which Sir Bartle
Frere was the head; and Colonel (now Sk Lewis) PeUy was
Eesident at Bushire, the principal sea-port of Persia. On the
shore of the Gulf lay the territory of the Sultan of Muscat, who
was an ally, and in some respects a dependant, of the British
Government, and was troubled by the encroaching Wahabi
power that had established itself in Arabia. The Sultan was
virtually protected by some naval operations, and also by
energetic diplomacy, for the sake of which Pelly himself made
an enterprising journey into the heart of Arabia. John Law-
rence's action tended somewhat to moderate these proceedings;
in the end, however, the position of Muscat was vindicated, and
the "Wahabi Arabs were restrained. In succession to Frere the
Right Honourable (now Sir Seymour) Fitzgerald became